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General Risk Assessment for Walking Bus.

Date of Assessment: 18/09/2019
Assessed by: Alasdair Yule (School Travel Plan Officer)
Next assessment due: 18/09/2022




	A
	B
	C

	Score
	Severity
	Score
	Likelihood
	Score
	Risk Assessment

	1
	Minor injury
	1
	Remote possibility
	1-3
	Low Risk – No further action required

	2
	Require medical attention
	2
	Unlikely to happen
	4-6
	Low Risk – Acceptable, reduce further if easy solution.

	3
	Temporary disability/ absence
	3
	Likely
	7-10
	Medium – Explore further risk reduction

	4
	Serious injury/ long term illness
	4
	Highly likely to happen
	11-15
	High Risk – Relocate route or have specified course of action

	5
	Death/ permanent illness
	5
	Will almost certainly happen
	16-25
	Unacceptable – Immediate action do not continue 


A x B = C






	
HAZARD
	WHO’S AFFECTED and RISK

	RISK RATING Without controls
	CONTROL MEASURES
	RISK RATING With controls

	
	
	A
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	C
	
	A
	B
	C

	Traffic – moving and stationary
	Children, Volunteers, Parents.
-Road Traffic Collision.

- Pulling in and out of driveways and car parks of businesses.



- Doors of cars opening into children


- Walking into wing mirrors.



- Cars parked on the pavement, forcing bus into the road


- Crossing the road; danger of collision with moving traffic
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	- All children to wear fluorescent jackets for high visibility.

- Supervision by competent, trained volunteers. Adult/child ratios are 1:4 for infants and 1:8 for juniors.

- Parents and volunteers to walk on the road side of children.

- Volunteers to look for people inside cars.

- Signature of parent’s permissions slip and pupil’s promise to be signed to show commitment to agreed behaviour.

- Children reminded to remain aware of their road environment

- If pavement is completely blocked, volunteers to lead bus to nearest safest crossing to other side of road to avoid walking in the road.

- Risk assessment to identify safe crossing points for Walking Bus
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	Other pedestrians
	Children, Volunteers, Parents.
- Traffic collision where walking in the road.
- Collision with other pedestrians
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- Volunteers and parents to walk on the road side of children.
- If 3 or more volunteers on the bus, 1 volunteer to stand midway between front and rear of bus
- Children walk in single file passed pedestrians, do not walk in the road.
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	Hazards on the footway along the route
	Children, Volunteers, Parents.
- Danger of dog’s mess, broken glass and other foreign objects on pavement.
- Injury from tree/ hedge branches at child’s head height.
- Danger from aggressive dog, owner not in control; injury to volunteers and children
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- Volunteers/ coordinator phone council connect if there is any danger noted on the pavement.

- Volunteers/ coordinator to phone council connect if there is a need for tree/ hedge pruning.

- If a dog presents a danger Walking Bus driver co-ordinator to stop walking bus
- Volunteers/ coordinator to phone council connect if dog/ owner endanger walking bus
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	Hazards along the route
	Children, Volunteers, Parents.
- Street lighting poles, signs and street furniture: injury from impact.
- Roadworks: higher risk of traffic collision 
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- Volunteers remain aware, and remind children to be aware of street furniture

- The bus should follow guidance given for pedestrian diversions.
- Where roadworks are to be in place longer than a week, consult Safer Routes to School Team for an interim risk assessment and guidance.  School to undertake interim risk assessment 
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	Extreme weather
	Children, Volunteers, Parents.
- Extreme snow, wind or rain increases risk of traffic collision and falling over
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- If weather is extremely bad, walking bus is to be cancelled, co-ordinator will call all and inform of this
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	Seasonal changes
	Children, Volunteers, Parents.
- Inadequate lighting in Winter (particularly in rural areas)
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- Consider additional lighting/visibility needs during winter months
- Stop walking bus if lack of light makes route prohibitively dangerous  
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	Volunteers/ coordinator
	Children
- Inappropriate interactions with children


- Volunteers not running walking bus safely, increasing risk of accident
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- All volunteers to be CRB checked
- Bus will have a minimum of 2 adult helpers
- All volunteers to be issued safeguarding guidance 

- All volunteers to undergo training from school on managing groups of children for walking bus
- School to identify ‘competent’ adults to lead walking bus
- Risk assessment is disseminated to all volunteers 
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	Children 
	Children, Volunteers, Parents.
- Unruly or disruptive behaviour could put other members of the walking bus at risk of injury from traffic collision or fall
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	- Signature of parent’s permissions slip and pupil’s promise to be signed to show commitment to agreed behaviour.

- Children reminded to remain aware of their road environment
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In the event of an incident or dangerous occurrence, the risk assessment is to be reviewed and the current route reassessed.
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